PHRASAL VERBS
A review of some practice activities

1
Substitution (i)
Replace the underlined phrases with a phrasal verb based on MAKE

1. In the gloom it was difficult to see clearly what the sign said.

2. The thieves escaped with over £2million in used banknotes.

3. I’m not sure what to think about our new teacher. He’s rather odd.

4. Pupils who are late for school often invent excuses for their lateness.

5. Nothing will compensate for the loss of our holiday.

2
Substitution (ii)
Replace the underlined phrasal verbs with an appropriate form of one of these verbs

absorb

resemble
dismantle
explain (in detail)
accept

1. He takes after his father in so many ways.

2. I’m more than happy to take up your offer.

3. There’s far too much information to take in in a single weekend.

4. His favourite activity is taking apart motorcycle engines.
5. Just let me take you through these figures.
3
Gap-fill

Fill the gaps using phrasal verbs based on SET

1. It was a long journey so we decided to __________ very early.

2. It took me several hours to __________ my new computer system.

3. Luckily the burglars __________ the alarm and the police arrived before anything was taken.

4. Have you __________ some money for the children’s education?

5. As a result of teething problems, we have decided to __________ the introduction of the new accounting system.

4
Matching

Match these phrasal verbs based on PUT with the definitions

1. put up with


a. suggest/propose

2. put back


b. postpone

3. put forward


c. criticise

4. put off


d. tolerate

5. put down


e. replace in its original position
5
Choosing the core verb

Use an appropriate form of these verbs to fill the gaps

cut

come

write

go

put

1. She’s very inventive. She’s always __________ up with new ideas.

2. We will need to __________ over these figures very carefully.

3. He __________ his points across very clearly.

4. I still smoke but I’m trying desperately to __________ down.

5. Banks regularly have to __________ off bad debts.

6
Choosing the particle

Choose an appropriate particle to complete these sentences

1. The holiday turned _______ an absolute nightmare. Everyone was ill.
2. It took her several weeks to get _______ the illness.

3. They are bringing _______ a new version of this software next year.

4. The two countries broke _______ diplomatic relations as a result of the incident.

5. I find it very difficult to keep _______ _______ all the latest software.
7
Complete the table

	Verb
	Particle
	Example sentence

	break
	down
	Oscar’s car broke down on a lonely country road.

	
	down
	After several hours the negotiations broke down without agreement.

	
	in
	Someone had broken in through the bathroom window.

	
	off
	I hear she’s broken off their engagement.

	
	out
	The fire must have broken out during the night.

	
	out
	Ten prisoners have broken out of a high-security prison near Hull.

	
	up
	Their marriage broke up a few years later.

	
	up
	(on a mobile phone). I can’t hear you. You’re breaking up.


